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Minerva and The Owl of Minerva

The owl of Minerva spreads its 
wings only with the falling of 
the dusk.

-- G. W. F. Hegel (1821), 
Elements of the Philosophy of Right



Post-Secondary Education Studies



Post-Secondary Education Blog



About 85 institutions in the Western 
world established by 1500 still exist in 
recognizable forms, with similar 
functions and unbroken histories, 
including the Catholic Church, the 
Parliaments of the Isle of Man, of 
Iceland, and of Great Britain, several 
Swiss cantons, and 70 universities.

-- Clark Kerr (1963), 
The Uses of the University



Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor

“We have therefore decided that 
in the most pleasant city of 
Naples there should be teaching 
of the arts and of all disciplines, 
so that those who are starved for 
knowledge will find it in our own 
kingdom, and will not be forced 
in their search for knowledge to 
become pilgrims to beg in foreign 
lands.”

-- Lictere Generales



Canadian Post-Secondary Education

University College Apprenticeship



Post-Secondary Enrolment Trends



First-Generation Students



Profile: Melissa
Networks: First-generation students
Sex: Female
Interested in: Social networking on the Internet, a job, 

soccer, basketball, church activities
Birthday: March 19, 1990
Hometown: Ajax, ON
Academic Average: C-
Parents’ Education: Both less than high school
Household Income: $57,000/year (below Ontario median)
Barriers: Academic, attitudes & perceptions, 

financial, lack of information
Quote: "Dad says if I get a student loan I might 

end up paying it back for the rest of my 
life and working at McDonald's anyway."



Rural Students



Profile: Adam
Networks: Rural students
Sex: Male
Interested in: Social networking, a job, hockey, air 

cadets, debating, books & reading
Birthday: January 7, 1990
Hometown: St. Lawrence, NL
Academic Average: A
Parents’ Education: Dad: Journeyperson; Mom: High School
Household Income: $33,000/year (below NL median)
Barriers: Distance, emotional, financial, lack of 

information
Quote: “I have to leave home and everyone 

here. My student loan is not enough 
and I don’t know how I can live on my 
own, get a job and go to school too."



Aboriginal Students



Profile: Anna
Networks: Aboriginal students, first-generation 

students, rural students
Sex: Female
Interested in: Social networking, a job, music, pets, 

fashion, youth leadership activities
Birthday: July 23, 1990
Hometown: Prophet River, BC
Academic Average: B
Parents’ Education: Both less than high school
Household Income: $25,000/year (below BC median)
Barriers: Academic, cultural, distance, emotional, 

financial, lack of information, systemic
Quote: "My uncle thinks college will take me 

away from who I am and try and make 
me into something I'm not. I wonder if 
it's really worth it."



Students with Disabilities



Profile: Angelo
Networks: Students with Disabilities
Sex: Male
Interested in: Social networking, a job, graphic 

novels, World of Warcraft, music
Birthday: November 15, 1990
Hometown: Regina, SK
Academic Average: B+
Parent’s Education: Both university
Household Income: $90,000/year (above SK median)
Barriers: Attitudes & perceptions, emotional, 

financial, institutional policy, physical
Quote: “In school I had the accommodations I 

needed but I know I won't at university. 
I'm concerned about getting a job that 
will help me pay off the loans and 
everything else I have to pay for now.”



Adult and Older Students



Profile: Tammy
Networks: Adult and older students
Sex: Female
Interested in: Social networking, traveling, computers, 

fashion, food, children
Birthday: August 25, 1965
Hometown: Sherbrooke , QC
Academic Average: B
Parent’s Education: Dad: Journeyperson; Mom: College
Household Income: $52,000/year (below Quebec median)
Barriers: Academic, attitudes & perceptions, 

emotional, financial, lack of information
Quote: “My kids are young and I’m working full-

time. It’s hard to find a program that will 
fit my schedule and my budget."



Solutions?
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